Circle of Learning - Content Input / Planning Document

Thanks again for your willingness to participate in the launch of Circle of Learning (www.circleoflearning.com)!  Circle of Learning will be a site full of content developed for and by seniors (50+).  It’s a place for telling stories, sharing wisdom, and teaching others in an online community.  By doing so, your knowledge and wisdom will be made available to a worldwide audience, and will be preserved for posterity over the Internet.

After we launch the site, people will be able to upload their information directly at the site.  In the interim we are looking for pioneers to help us seed the site with original material by sending their stories and lessons directly to us so we can upload them prior to launch.  Material on the site will be organized into the following ten channels:

1. Adventure and Travel

2. Health and Fitness

3. Life Stories

4. Computers and Internet

5. Money and Finance

6. Relationships

7. History

8. Hobbies

9. Successful Aging

10. The Arts

Here are the requirements for creating readings, lessons, and courses.

READINGS:

The most basic material placed in Circle of Learning is known as a Reading. It is typically a brief word-processed text document (with some images) designed to allow contributors to share their knowledge, wisdom, and even personal stories with others in a very succinct manner.  The following material is required to submit a Reading.

1. Reading title: (e.g. “Setting up an Investment Club” or “Knots for Fly Fishing”)
2. Author of the reading: (your name and a little about yourself)
3. Channel which reading will be posted on:  (e.g. Money & Finance or Hobbies)
4. The text of the reading, or a compressed file: (all word-processor files are accepted, as well as movies in the AVI, MPEG or QT format, also ZIP and other binary files can be attached, e.g. A:Fishingwell.doc )
LESSONS:

Lessons may be viewed as “mini courses”. They are made up of a group of instructional Readings (usually 2-5 pages) and/or related information in the form of links and assignments for further activity on or off line.  The time to explore a Lesson should be about one hour. The following material is required to submit a Lesson.

1. Lesson title:

2. Author of the lesson: 

3. Channel(s) into which the lesson falls: 

4. Lesson description:

5. Assignments:

6. Links:

Any number of Readings can be combined to create a lesson along with whatever assignments you may choose to create (self-evaluated quiz, some task to do, etc.).  Every assignment should have a short title and accompanying text that describes the details of the assignment.  Finally, any number of links to external web sites can be provided (including site title, site URL, description of the link).

Lesson Example
Lesson Title:   SETTING UP AN INVESTMENT CLUB 

Author - John Doe

Channel - Money & Financing

Description - This lesson will help the novice stock market investor get started
· Readings:

            “Finding partners for the club”

            “How much to invest” 


            “Running the meetings”
· Assignments:
 “Assess your partners”


            “Have your first meeting”
· Links:



http://www.schwab.com


http://www.finance.yahoo.com
These materials are the basis for the next level of content presentations: The Course
COURSE:

A series of Readings and Lessons organized into a complete course is the highest level of offering in the Circle of Learning. These courses offer the learner 3-5 Lessons related to a particular subject and may be viewed as a longer-term. The following material is required to submit a Lesson.

1. Title of the course: 

2. Author of the course: 

3. Channel(s) into which the course falls:

4. Course Description: 

5. All lesson titles, descriptions, content, assignments, and links

EXAMPLE

Course Title: INVESTING 101 

Author - John Doe

Channel - Money & Financing

Description - Taking control of your personal finances by learning how to manage your assets

                      and find appropriate advisors
Lessons:
1. UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET
Description - This lesson will help the novice stock market investor get started
· Readings:

            “What is the NYSE?”


            “How to read the stock pages” 


            “Stocks and the economy” 

· Assignments:
 “Find a stock in the newspaper”


             “Track a stock for a week”
· Links:



 http://www.schwab.com

 http://www.yahoo.finance.com

2. ONLINE INVESTING

Lesson description:

· Readings

· Assignments

· Links
3. SETTING UP AN INVESTMENT CLUB

Lesson description:

· Readings

· Assignments

· Links
Send submissions to mattie@circleoflearning.com.

If you have any questions please call Mike Attie at (610) 538-9010, ext. 605







1
2

